NCASI’s
2026 Annual

Conference

March 25-27, 2026
Holiday Inn Resort Lumina
on Wrightsville Beach,
North Carolina

Presented by the North
Carolina Association of
Self-Insurers

FOR EMPLOYERS
WHO HAVE NOT ATTENDED
IN PAST THREE YEARS

REGISTRATION FEES

$225 for members
$625 for non-members

EXHIBITOR FEES

$650 for members
$1025 for non-members



About NCASI

The North Carolina Association of Self-Insurers is proud to be the Employers’ Voice in Workers’ Compensation,

working actively to protect employers’ interests before the North Carolina Industrial Commission and the General
Assembly. We keep our members updated through our quarterly publication, NC Workers’ Comp News, and on our

website at www.ncselfinsurers.com.

Many of North Carolina’s largest employers belong to our association, along with claims professionals, rehab
specialists, TPAs, surveillance professionals, and law firms. Membership is also open to employers with large

deductibles.

Visit us at www.ncselfinsurers.com
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NCASI’s 2026 Annual Conference

Schedule of Events

Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Thursday, March 26, 2026

12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
12:45 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. = 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. = 5:00 p.m.

5:15p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Registration

Welcome & Opening Remarks

Stephanie Gay, president
NC Association of Self-Insurers

Al, Form 22, Impact of Sturdivant:
A Conversation with the Commission

Myra Griffin, Vice-Chair, NCIC
James Gillen, Commissioner, NCIC
Wanda Blanche Taylor, Commissioner, NCIC

Moderator: Amy Pfeiffer
Cranfill Sumner

Recreational Marijuana & Workers’ Comp

Olesya Fomenko, PhD, economist
Workers Compensation Research Institute

Refreshment Break

Multi-State Outlook on Medical Marijuana

Carol Cesaretti, managing partner, Chicago, QPWB
Matthew Covington, partner, Charlotte, QPWB

Gregg Malovany, co-managing partner, NJ, QPWB

Julie Schum, partner, Chicago, QPWB

Robert D'Anniballe Jr, managing partner, OH & WV, QPWB
Moderator: Susan Briggs, managing partner, Charlotte,
QPWB

Welcoming Reception

Visit us at www.ncselfinsurers.com

T:15am.-8:15am.
8:30a.m. - 9:45am.

9:45a.m.-10:35 a.m.

10:35 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 a.m.

Group Breakfast

Neuroprotection & Neuroregeneration
Lewis Clarke, MD, PhD, corporate medical director,
Brain Injury Treatment and Research, PAM Health

Cultural Diversity: An Ethics Perspective
Kevin Wilberding, vice president
Ambassador Service Group

Refreshment Break

The Unscrupulous Medical Provider:
The Enemy of a Successful Return-to-Work Program
Martin Kus, MD, MPH, medical director, Opus Medical

Friday, March 27, 2026

T:15am.-8:15am.
8:30a.m. - 9:20 a.m.

9:20 a.m. - 10:35 a.m.

10:35a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
11:00a.m.-12:15p.m.

Group Breakfast

Handling Injuries Quickly, Thoughtfully, Compassionately
Connie Porter, RN, COHNS, CCM, director
Priority One Case Management

Questionable Answers: Workers' Comp Jeopardy
Larry Baker, partner
Willson Jones Carter & Baxley

Refreshment Break

From Reactive to Proactive:

Shifting Workers' Comp Culture with Safety-Driven Practices

Ondrya Mangato, CSP. safety, health, & environmental manager
Fayetteville Public Works Commission

Kavita Mizin, CIH, CSP, director, environment, health, safety, security and
sustainability, Pepsi Bottling Ventures

Emily Gamblin, ASP, CSP. senior manager, environmental health & safety
Advance Auto Parts

Moderator: Tracey Jones, partner, Teague Campbell

March 25-27, 2026 |
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About the Speakers

Larry Baker, a partner at Willson Jones and a former president of the NC Association of Defense
Attorneys, earned his law degree from Wake Forest University School of Law.

Susan Briggs, QPWB's managing partner in Charlotte, graduated from the University of North
Carolina School of Law.

Carol Cesaretti, a graduate of Drake University Law School, is general counsel and managing
nartner of the Chicago office at Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer and also practices from the
firm's Indianapolis office.

Dr. Lewis Clarke earned his medical degree from the Texas Tech University School of Medicine
and a PhD in neurobiology through the University of Texas Health Sciences Center, Dallas.

Matthew Covington, partner in the Charlotte hub of QPWB, is a graduate of Elon University
School of Law.

Robert D'Anniballe Jr., managing partner of QPWB's Ohio and West Virginia offices, earned his
law degree from the University of Akron School of Law.

Olesya Fomenko, PhD, is one of the lead authors of WCRI's studies comparing workers'
compensation and group health prices paid for professional medical services and payments for
outpatient facility services. Dr. Fomenko received her PhD in economics from UNC-Chapel Hill

Emily Gamblin, ASP, CSP, is a graduate of the University of Alabama and the University of
Tennessee where she received a Master of Public Health.

Stephanie Gay, president, Aegis Administrative Services in Raleigh, graduated from Meredith
College. Early in her career, she was a financial analyst at Dun & Bradstreet.

Commissioner Jim Gillen is a graduate of North Carolina State University and Campbell
University School of Law.

Commissioner Myra Griffin, vice-chair, NC Industrial Commission, is a graduate of UNC-Chapel
Hill and North Carolina Central University School of Law.

Tracey Jones, partner Teague Campbell, is a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill and Wake Forest
University School of Law.

Dr. Martin Kus received his medical degree from the Uniformed Services University of the Health
Sciences and his MPH in occupational medicine from UNC-Chapel Hill.

Gregg Malovany, co-managing partner in the NJ office of QPWB, graduated from Seton Hall
University School of Law.

Ondrya Mangato, CSP, safety, health, & environmental manager, Fayetteville Public Works
Commission, received a hachelor of science degree in international business/human resources
from Argosy University.

Kavita Mizin, CIH, CSP, received her master of science in public health, occupational health and
industrial hygiene from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Amy Pfeiffer, a partner at Cranfill Sumner, is a graduate of the Columbus School of Law at
Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.

Connie Porter, RN, COHNS, CCM, is director and chief marketing officer at Priority One Case
Management.

Julie Schum, a partner in QPWB's Chicago office, serves as practice chair of the Cannabis Law
Group for the country. She is a graduate of the DePaul University School of Law.

Commissioner Wanda Blanche Taylor graduated from Duke University and the University of
North Carolina School of Law. Before her appointment to the Commission, she was director of
[itigation/counsel at Key Risk Insurance.

Keven Wilberding, vice president at Ambassador, is a graduate of Indiana State University where
he eamed a degree in business administration and general management.

Visit us at www.ncselfinsurers.com
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NCASI’s 2026 Annual Conference

REGISTRATION FORM

NCASI’s 2026 Annual Conference

March 25-27, 2026 | Holiday Inn Resort Lumina on Wrightsville Beach

Our group code is ASI. Use this link for reservations: NCASI 2026 Conf.
Oceanfront - $204 (plus resort fees | Sunset View - $169 (plus resort fees)

Registrant(s)

Organization

Registration fees

$225 for members
$625 for non-members

Exhibitor fees*

$650 for members
$1025 for non-members

*fees cover registration for two attendees

ONLINE REGISTRATION

To pay by credit card via PayPal, visit
www.ncselfinsurers.com and click
on the “conference” tab.

Once you've paid your fees you will
be automatically registered.

Sponsorships

Platinum $1,000
Gold $500
Bronze $400

PAYMENT BY MAIL

Return registration form and check
payable to:

NC Association of Self-Insurers

to Moby Salahuddin, Executive Director
PO Box 202

Linville Falls, NC 28647

Telephone: 803-794-2080
Mobysal@outlook.com
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